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DETAILED ACTION 

This Office action is in response to applicant's amendment filed on 1 1/15/2008. 

Status of Claims 

Claims 1-12 are pending. 

Drawings 

The drawing of Fig. 4 was received onl 1/15/2008. The drawing of Fig. 4 has 
been accepted by the examiner. 

Specification 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: the headings 
are missing. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 2-12 are objected to because of the following informalities: the claimed 
preamble for claims 2-12 should read -The sheet flashing-instead of "A sheet flashing". 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim 10 is objected to because of the following informalities: the cited limitation 
"A sheet flashing member as defined in claim 9, comprising" should read -A sheet 
flashing member as defined in claim 9, further comprising — Correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification sliall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding claim 1, the phrase "may be" renders the claim indefinite because it is 
unclear whether the limitation(s) following the phrase are part of the claimed invention. 
See MPEP § 2173.05(d). And also the applicant is advised to replace a phrase 
"characterized" by -comprised- or -comprising--. Correction is required. Depending 
claims 2-12 depending upon the rejected claim 1 are also rejected. 

Regarding claim 2, the phrase "etc." renders the claim indefinite because it is 
unclear whether the limitation(s) following the phrase are part of the claimed invention. 
See MPEP § 2173.05(d). 

Regarding claim 7, the phrase "can be removed" renders the claim indefinite 
because it is unclear whether the limitation(s) following the phrase are part of the 
claimed invention. See MPEP § 2173.05(d). 

Regarding claim 10, the phrase "can be adapted" renders the claim indefinite 
because it is unclear whether the limitation(s) following the phrase are part of the 
claimed invention. See MPEP § 2173.05(d). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US Pat. 
No. 6,401 ,402 to Williams. 

Claim 1 : Williams discloses in Figs. 1-6, a sheet flashing member (25L or 25R) 
comprising: a sheet section defining a plane and including a main portion (25H) as well 
as first and second corner segments (wherein 29 and 30 point to on each of the corner), 
the main portion extending along a portion of a roof penetrating structure and the corner 
segments extending along other portions of the roof penetrating structure 
perpendicularly to the main portion, and at least one flange (25U) arranged at an angle 
relative to the plane of the sheet section and adapted to engage a surface of a roof 
penetrating building structure, comprises in that at least one of said corner segments at 
a surface thereof comprises at least one indication (29, 30) indicating a pattern, such 
that at least a part of the sheet section may be separated from the remaining part of the 
flashing member along the indications in order to transform the respective corner 
segment from an initial state to a transformed state. 

Claim 2: Wherein each said indication (29, 30) comprises a visual indication in 

the shape of at least one longitudinally extending line or a longitudinally 

extending row of dots. 

Claim 3: Wherein each said indication (29, 30) comprises a weakening section. 
Claim 4: Wherein said weakening sections includes at least one groove 31 . 
Claim 5: Wherein said groove is formed by depression. 
Claim 6: Wherein said weakening sections comprise a longitudinally extending 
cord member accommodated in the corner segment. 
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Claim 7: Wlierein tine pattern defines one or more indications delimiting an area 
(25J) of an end portion which, when separation has taken place, thereby can be 
removed. 

Claim 8: Wherein the sheet section has a general longitudinal orientation, the 
pattern defining at least one indication (30) arranged at an oblique angle relative to the 
general longitudinal orientation, the oblique indication being directly or indirectly 
connected to a free edge of the sheet section. 

Claim 9: Wherein the sheet section includes a main portion and first and second 
end portions define first and second corner segments, the main portion comprising an 
upstanding flange (25U) and the first and second corner segments comprising first and 
second flanges (25J of each corner) arranged substantially perpendicularly to the 
upstanding flange, the flanges being adapted to engage a longitudinal surface portion of 
a roof penetrating building structure as well as its associated corner portions (Fig. 6). 

Claim 10: Further comprising a skirt element (25D) which can be adapted to 
engage an upper roof surface. 

Claims 11-12: Wherein the first corner segment comprises an indication (29) 
arranged across the width thereof and generally perpendicularly to the general 
longitudinal orientation, and wherein the second corner segment comprises first and 
second indications (28, 29) defining a portion, and a third indication (30) arranged at an 
oblique angle relative to the general longitudinal orientation and connected to said 
portion. 

Response to Arguments 
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Applicant's arguments witli respect to claims 1-12 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communication from the 
examiner should be directed to Chi Q. Nguyen whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
6847. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 7:30 am-4:00 pm. 

If attempt to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Chilcot can be reached at (571 ) 272-6777. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http:.//pairdirect.uspto.qov . Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at (866) 217-9197. 

/C. Q. N./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3635 

/Richard E. Chilcot, Jr./ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3635 



